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Foreword

The collection of songs and stories presented here are a homage
to the women farmers of the Deccan Plateau and other dryland
regions of the country.

The songs gathered from the—Ilandless and land-owning women
farmers in the Zaheerabad region of Telangana are a joyous
celebration of life. They evoke a collective memory of women,
reminding them of the hard life they face through droughts and
seasonal hard work. At the same time, they showcase the
resilience of women farmers to make the most of what mother
earth has giventhem.

In contrast to the individualistic life styles of modern civilizations, the culture evoked
through the songs is one of togetherness, working hard, sharing knowledge with each
other as friends and sisters and projecting an optimism where even the Gods as in nature
respond to every whish they have.

The songs are an embodiment of living culture, transferring knowledge about dryland
agriculture from generation to generation. They speak to the emerging problems such as
cultivating cotton in drylands which is a recipe for disaster, bringing in chemical
agriculture, indebtedness and ill health in contrast to bountiful crops of millets. The songs
recognize the bounties of nature, the uncultivated weeds which have high nutritional and
medicinal values and are available as hunger foods when the monsoons start.

The women through their songs celebrate the bounties of a good harvest with multiple
crops of millets, pulses, oil seeds and special varieties of grains to be used for improving
health and overcome illness. They highlight a deep knowledge of farming, singing about
the implements and craftsmen needed to make agriculture possible, carpenters, iron
smiths, stone smiths and potters. They pay respect to weavers who clothe them.

Mother Earth is known to be generous as well as fickle causing droughts and hunger, but
when nurtured is seen to return plentiful rewards in the form of full granaries and multiple
crops. The shared stories once again reiterate morality and the need for togetherness.

DrV Rukmini Rao
Co traveler withthe women of this region

This Booklet is dedicated to the memory of our colleague P V Satheesh, Founder &
Executive Director, Deccan Development Society who dedicated his life to keep the
agriculture and culture of the Deccan alive.

V)




ABOUT DECCAN DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY:

Deccan Development Society (DDS) is a 40-year-old grassroots
organization in Telangana, India working with nearly 5000 dalit and

indigenous small women farmer sanghams (village level voluntary
associations) in Zaheerabad region of Telangana, a semi-arid
underdeveloped region in India for just and sustainable development and to assert
sanghams' autonomy in multiple spheres like food, nutrition, seeds, market, media
etc.

Utilizing the valuable indigenous knowledge of these women on food and farming
and a bottom-up participatory decision-making, the society implemented successful
initiatives that integrated inter-linked goals like ecological conservation, livelihood
development, gender & social justice, food security, health and nutrition
enhancement, agro-biodiversity etc.

Currently, the Society is active with nearly 50 village sanghams, supporting their
rainfed biodiverse farming, grassroots health and legal workers, community led
market for millet produce and also engaging in awareness events, information
publications and advocacy campaigns.

Find out more on www.ddsindia.com

DS,
ABOUT THE SEED, SOIL, CULTURE AND VOICES PROJECT: ‘.@ SSOEIEL &
W=

The Seeds, Soil & Culture fund supports the transformation of CULTURE
local and regional food systems through the power of

biodiversity and biocultural heritage, aiming to shine light on the knowledge, values,
and leadership that inspire place-based food systems worldwide. Seeds, Soil, and
Culture grants support farmers who bring their culture to the forefront, who illustrate
their beliefs, values, language, ethics, art, music, cuisine, ways of learning, and
traditional farming practices through place-based food and farming systems, who
recognize that the spiritual unseen can fruitfully bridge living soils with living seeds on
thefarm.
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Songs

from the Farm




#1 Mella Mella Paatha Panta

Vocals: Algole Narasamma, K.Vijayalakshmi, B.Chukkamma, Moligeri Chandramma, B. Lakshmamma,

M. Kavitha | Dappu: Mohan

ABOUT THE SONG: Drylands are usually seen as unfruitful for agriculture and it is common to see
enclosure of such lands (which are held by small peasants) for industry or development projects. This
song asserts the value of these 'unproductive' lands by highlighting the different crops they grow,
and how those crops are useful for them. For instance, Pearl Millet which grows on uplands ‘provides
blood' (pearl millet is known to be iron-rich). Similarly, in the following stanzas, the song goes on to
relate different kinds of 'poor’ soils to crops and their qualities. Citing these benefits, the peasant tells
the rich man (someone who flies in helicopters) who orders her to vacate land, that these crops take

care of their families.

Telugu Transeription

DY D P& Hoty, DYBIR J Hoks,
HOEDS BEEE, ey BkEr Ay e,
ez BAETE, 0D S50,

Y Y RS Ho, ﬁ@&@z‘:ﬁ) B Hoe,
DOEOKB BIEEY, e aEEP F &b,
wsoEed DBGETE, ©dd 5T,

D D FPE Hoto, EBo ?03& Sgg Dok,
DYENJB BIBY, R BlE> 1€y &,
e MBS, ot L55Het.

DY e RS Hotd, HBo §°z':33 &N Hob,
DYEVIL KEEY, VP 2SET 200 870D,
e9seRd BAESTY, 9B 8ES 0.

DY D & Hoty, DYBIR J Hok.

8

English Transeription

Mella Mella Paatha Panta, Salladaname Saama Panta
Pilalunaru Desaratha, Etla Idathu Gilla Bhumi,

Aakasaana Poyetoda, Varasi Keekalesetoda.

Mella Mella Paatha Panta, Garminiche Korra Panta,
Pilalunaru Desaratha, Etla Idathu Paadubhumi,

Aakasaana Poyetoda, Varasi Keekalesetoda.

Mella Mella Paatha Panta, Raktham Iche Sajja Panta
Pilalunaru Desaratha, Etla Idathu Gattu Bhumi,
Aakasaana Poyetoda, Varasi Keekalesetoda.

Mella Mella Paatha Panta, Pathemkoche Ulava Panta,
Pilalunaru Desaratha, Etla Idathu Banda Bhumi,
Aakasaana Poyetoda, Varasi Keekalesetoda.

Mella Mella Paatha Panta, Salladaname Saama Panta
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English Translation

Slow and Steady Old Crop, The Cooling Little Millet crop.
Dasaratha! | have kids, how can | leave the rocky soil land?
0! The Man who goes through the skies and screams commands.

Slow and Steady 0Old Crop, The warming Foxtail Millet crop
Dasaratha! | have kids, how can | leave the loose soil land?
Man who goes through the skies and screams commands.

Slow and Steady Old Crop, The blood-giving Pearl Millet crop
Dasaratha! | have kids, how can | leave the upland ridges?
Man who goes through the skies and screams commands.

Slow and Steady Old Crop, The healthy horsegram crop
Dasaratha! | have kids, how can | leave the shallow soil?
Man who goes through the skies and screams commands.

Slow and Steady Old Crop, The Cooling Little Millet crop




#2 Rohini Bharani Karthi

Vocals: K.Mogulamma, Algole Narasamma, K. Vijayalakshmi, B. Chukkamma | Dappu: Mohan

ABOUT THE SONG: The song is a testament to the naturally embedded indigenous farming
knowledge of peasant women. In rainfed farming, the timing of sowing is critical and the sowing
period of these different seeds in a mixed farm is based on factors like crop cycles, pest management,
rainwater requirement, moisture retention, temperature conditions etc. For instance, sesames are
sown earlier as there are less pests in soil during late summer and yellow jowar is sown during the
early rainy season as it would give adequate rainfall required for its adequate growth. Songs like
these have been an important way for generational transmission of traditional farming knowledge.

Telugu Transcription English Transeription
&2rd 3558 6% ) eep, Rohini Bharani Kaarthi lo Nabi Allah,
D Boorah T eser, Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah?
DI Boorah T8 eser? Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah? (x2)
55erd 25563 S‘°§938 8 er, Rohini Bharani Kaarthi lo Nabi Allah,
EBen, SIS T eer, Korralu Nuvvule Nabi Allah,
E(Sew, SRS f wer. Korralu Nuvvule Nabi Allah (x2)
DS Boarsd D eep, Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah,
D BHzR T wep. Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah (x2)
QOrE» O ) wer, Mirigamu Karthi la Nabi Allah,
DD B T ser, Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah?
DD B T eer? Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah? (x2)
Qdesn 52668° T wep, Mirigamu Karthi la Nabi Allah,
B0 BEweab T8 esep. Pachajonnalu pedudame Nabi Allah,
DEHE Y eo Bomead o) eer. Pachajonnalu pedudame Nabi Allah. (x2)
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Do BHTR T eep,
DS Board D eep,

@88 =08° D eep,
DD BT T eer,
HHD Beowead T eep?

©8(8 8 D wep,
Qocoen BB D eep.
Dodooen DS T wep.

DS Boared D eep,
DS B D eep,

Hrare SO o0 eer,
D B T wer,
DD B ) eep?

Srare 2668° ) e,

, P58 TP sep,

HDS BHzdd - wep,
DS Bz T wep,

000000000 g g, 00000000044 000000000 44,0000 0000004,,00000%000 ¢,
OAAAACACACAONAAAACACAONOAAAAACACAONAAAAACAOANALZAAC oA 1T

Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah,
Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah (x2)

Aaridra Kaarthi la Nabi Allah,
Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah?
Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah? (x2)

Aaridra Kaarthi la Nabi Allah,
Minimulu Pesaale Nabi Allah,
Minimulu Pesaale Nabi Allah.

Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah,
Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah (x2)

Pushala kaarthi la Nabi Allah,
Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah?
Ememi Pedudhame Nabi Allah? (x2)

Pushala kaarthi la Nabi Allah,
Sajjalu Saamale Nabi Allah,
Sajjalu Saamale Nabi Allah.

Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah,
Memaina pedudame Nabi Allah (x2)



English Translation

During Rohini and Bharani Star cycles,
What seeds do we sow, Nabi Allah?

During Rohini and Bharani Star cycles,
We sow Foxtail Millets and Sesame, Nabi Allah.

During the Mirigam Star cycle,
What seeds do we sow, Nabi Allah?

During the Mirigam Star cycle,
We sow yellow sorghum, Nabi Allah.

During the Aaridra Star cycle,
What seeds do we sow, Nabi Allah?

During the Aaridra Star cycle,
We sow green gram and black gram, Nabi Allah.

During the Pushaala Star cycle,
What seeds do we sow, Nabi Allah?

During the Pushaala Star cycle,
We sow Pearl Millet and Little Millet, Nabi Allah.

000000004 g 000000004, ,,0000000004,,,0000900004,,,,000%%004,,
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#3 Mettalu Guttalu

Vocals: Jayappa, Bardhipur Samelappa, Metlakunta Suryakala, Metlakunta Narsamma, Reijinthal
Kamalamma | Kanjera: B.Balayya

ABOUT THE SONG: Farmers sing the various tasks they do to convert a degraded land to a bountiful
farm that gives them food, health and fodder. With great pride, they describe how they have
ploughed, sown, and harvested a diversity of millet crops for their livelihoods.

Té/ugu %anscm'pfion

Déyen MHgyen &8
5 H SHYB (x4)

o“g)@cﬁoéé Hoe Horae, & TR0
208 Jore Aomerand (x4)

o8 o°F) DH50s,

3 5 Dot T,

g, Foen Hok aa@zé, & TP
oo Jdow FhBerdHS (x4)

08 B HE,

EOD Hotren ?oe%ggsx),

95 @edm G°e>aa§6°, 8, ToEDOR)
ge&0808° eredrd’ (x2)

3263%"'& Doty HYB,

Bo& ot Aoesenion,

DHEBIT e Frae, L TeE0OR)
w850 KoDMEHS (X2)

cf’ng/isll %anscm'pfion

Mettalu Guttalu Teesi
Patti Patti Dunnithenu (x4)

Puttedantha Panta Pandena, O Ramulanna
Inti Ninda Ginjalaayena, (x4)

Gulakaraalla Beedunantha,

Senu Jesi Chilaka Jeste (x4)

Sajja Saamalu Panda Battena, O Ramulanna
Kallam Ninda Methalaayena. (x4)

Penta Eruvulu Esukoni,

Kalipi Pantalu Pettukoni,

Aakulvaalamu raalabettara, 0 Raamulanna
Bhoomikentho Balamaayere (x4)

Chenukosthe Panta vunnadi,

Kunda Ninda Ginjalunnayi

Bathukulemo Baagu Paadena, 0 Raamulanna
Aarogyamu Manchigaayena (x2)
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English Translation

Clearing the mounds and heaps,
We tilled the land with great effort.

Plentiful crops have emerged, 0 Ramulanna
House is full of grains, 0 Ramulanna.

The degraded land with rocks has entirely
Been transformed into a rich farm.

Pearl Millet and Little Millet have cropped up,
The Barn is full of fodder.

We spread farmyard manure,
And cultivated mixed crops,
Different leaves are shedding,
The soil is gaining strength.

The farm has many crops,
The pots are full of grains,
Our lives have become better,
Our health has become better.

AL
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#4 Aadolla Bhoomulla

Vocals: Shobhamma, Tuljamma, Sammamma and Yaadamma from Pastapur Village | Tabla: Malreddy

ABOUT THE SONG: The song is an ode to women's agriculture — their laborious efforts in farming, their
knowledge on crop varieties and how this crop diversity lends them a diet diversity. The women in this
song firstly describe the different implements they use to make their land cultivable. The use of
rhetorical devices like anadiplosis to describe the processes in land preparation lends a rhythmic
continuity. The women describe how they grow cereals, pulses, beans, greens and oilseeds for their
different uses — as staple foods, festive foods, for curries, for stew, for seasoning etc. It shows the
contextual knowledge that women have on diversity in food and agriculture

Telugu Transcription English Transeription
@68‘2{9 &g, Aadolla Bhomulla,
985S éé‘:’jéaso&, @&5‘% ey, Arikaale Kattirammo, Aadolla Bhoomulla (x4)
) (23]
©O5S EQBIm), Arikaale Kattiraama,
008 BN é?oesa;n&, @O EHEZm). Pentervulu Esiramma Arikaale Kattiramma (x4),
(]
208 D ég\)éaﬁ&’ Penteruvulu Esiramma,

Kooengsst 65%3056532, 206 D) 3%55;0& Guntuka tho Roppiramma, Penteruvulu Esiramma (x2)

Seong Fo 88, Nalugedla Gorru Katti,
o (]
PonE°R) 2883, Seond FRlo 88. Saijonna Pettirammo, Nalugedlu Gorru Katti (x4)
[N [ag] ed
o0& grng, Aadolla Bhoomulla,
ot Esee Do, @55% &Srdng. Pannendu Rakaala Panta, Aadolla Bhoomulla (x4)
Jdren ¢y &Y, Saalu Lotta thoni,
)
B0 abé?\)éjajo& Spen 8 & Kusuma Saalesthimammo, Saalu Lotta thoni (x4)
-o ? 5] .
FPondE®) B oear, Saijonna Senu Suttu,
[5)

s @é%éaawé Do) Do Soeae Avisa Saalesirammo, Saijonna Senu Suttu (x2)
-5 2 [
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Jeen & &89, Saalu Jadigamu Thoni,
030 508?_0053550&, Joen 280 &. Anuma Saalesthimammo, Saalu Jaadigaamu Thoni (x2)

BIB Eroe B8, Thineti Koora Korakau,
Hod 3069(\)253350&, BIB Eroe S8L. Pundi Saalesthimammo, Thineti Koora Koraku (x2)
838 By 8B, Thineti Pappu Koraku,
©08 @“é?oéaaﬁé, a3 By . Lanka Saalesthimmamo, Thineti Pappu Koraku (x2)
Hohred SHESed, Pandugalaku Polelaku,

B N BEYTT), HorHOB PS>, Senigaale Guchithimammo, Pandugalaku Polelaku (x2)

agen e, Yavvalu Godhumalu,
TRoHerd B, 053;65@ Aeaoen. Changulaaku, Bottimillaku, Yavvalu Godhumalu (x2)

$BS0 8% odw, Pathemu Koraku Memu,
o) ﬁsﬁﬁaéa 33&&’3&6353% GBS0 B8 Dok, Katte Godhuma Pedithimammo, Patthemu Koraku Memu (x2)
e ) far .

a@ﬁg %)) BB, Ottigilla Pappu Koraku,
%335 33(3@53552, &ééﬁg 55y 5. Serusenga Pedithimammo, Ottigilla Pappu Koraku (x2)

D) BG5S Fodw, Thalipu Koraku Memu,
9508 $QBHTR, TOD T Aavaale Jalthimammo, Thalipu Koraku Memu (x2)
838 2 55, Thineti daani Koraku,

&85 Dekoen $0BHT, 938 o0 S Dositthulu Jallithimammo, Thineti daani Koraku (x2)

@95 Erded, Aaku Kooralaku,
&)éﬁg DS, e Erded. Ottigilla Pappunamma, Aaku Kooralaku (x2)

Aadolla Bhoomulla,

o0&y g,

Pannendu Rakaala Panta, Aadolla Bhoomulla.
JJ)oth Bsre Hob, @c%'ség Erwg.
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English Translation

In the lands of women,
They tilled with ploughs, In the lands of women.

They tilled with ploughs,
They spread manures, they tilled with ploughs.

They spread manures,
They levelled with a harrow, they spread manures.

They tied seed drill to fours bullocks,
They sowed winter Sorghum, they tied seed drill to four bullocks.

In the lands of women,
There are 12 types of crops, In the lands of women.

With the ridge seeder,
We planted rows of Safflower, with the ridge seeder.

Around the winter Sorghum,
We planted rows of flax seeds, around the winter Sorghum.

With the ridge seed drills,
We planted rows of Dolichos, with the ridge seed drill.

For curry to eat,
We planted rows of Sorrels, for curry to eat.

For pulses to eat,
we planted a row of grass pea, for pulses to eat.

For sweet flatbreads in Festivals,
we drilled chickpea, For sweet flatbreads in Festivals.

Barley and Wheat,
For Sweets and Savouries, Barley and Wheat.

For healthy diets,
We planted wheat landraces, for healthy diets.

For plain pulse stews,
We planted red lentils, for plain pulse stews.

For seasoning in foods,
We scattered mustard seeds, For seasoning in foods.

For foods to eat,
We sowed cucumber seeds, for foods to eat.

The leafy vegetables,
are for the plain pulse stew, the leafy vegetables.

In the lands of women,
There are 12 types of crops, In the lands of women.

0000000004, 0000000004 ,,0000 0000004000000 000 0450000000000 4,,
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#5 Gadda Meeda Bhoomi

Vocals: Algole Narasamma, K. Vijayalakshmi, M. Chandramma, B.Lakshmamma, B.Chukkamma,
M.Kavitha | Tabla: Satish | Thaalam: Stephen

ABOUT THE SONG: The song is a conversation between Gangamma, a farmer and Bhoomayya who
enquires about how she manages to do agriculture on her rocky farm. She explains how her
agriculture brings different generations of her family together — she honors the knowledge and seeds
saved by her forefathers, she works on farm with her sons and daughters-in-law and together they
have ensured that their kids have ample food to eat. The song highlights the centrality of family

farming in peasant agriculture, across generations.

Té/ugu %anscm'pfion

oy DS g,
KOS arer GRS,
ﬁo?ﬁm&! AVENVNVIRS I o ©ondd 89 (x3)

8" &) Dot T (X2)
a:ozéa&bog! 208er Qod ?@mzﬁn (x2)

e o Sosedeodd,

B QBTN HBLTD,

GGyl Ky DEToen o DYTED (X2)
H0tP00SE DEBD MY, HoLPOONSE DEBD
e, (X2)

Koriary! Sensd Bé DS 89

Koriary! Sensd B¢ DS 89

oL aﬁao?‘igiﬁa &oen ©owd,
L BB 850t ©aws,
253‘°2§3(53°§! O BIT0N SPODTKN (X4)

B D083 R0 wome, B HodD
mégﬁavoav,

@] GHeed oz KHODENTH,
ErE@s! By woz© SIT AL

cf’ng/is/t %anscm'pfion

Gadda Meeda Bhoomunnadaana,
Gangaake Baaju unnadaana,
Gangammo! Dunudu Roppudainade thalli (x3)

Maa tho unna Penta Eruvu (x2),
Bhoomayyo! Bandila Nimpi Kottinamu (x2)

Maa Thatha Mutthaathalanta,
Paatha Vithanalu Metthesinaru,
Bhoomayyo! Gavve Vithanalu Memu Pettinamu (x2)

Pantalaithe Pedithivi Gaani, Pantaalaithe Pedithivi
Gaani,

Gangammo! Kalupuletla chesthive thalli,
Gangammo! Kalupuletla chestive thalli. (x2)

Naaku Mugguru Kodukulu ayiri,

Naaku Mugguru Kodandlu ayiri,
Bhoomayyo! Andaramaayi Kalisinamu
Bhoomayyo! Andaramaayi Kalisinamu (x4)

Chenla pandina Dhanyamantha, Chenla pandina
Dhanyamantha,

Bhoomayyo! Yedadi antha saripoinaadi.
Bhoomayyo! Pillalantha Thinaaraye (x2)
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English Translation

Woman with her farm on uplands,
Woman who is on the north,
Gangamma! We have ploughed and levelled the land!

The animal manures we had,
Bhoomayyo! We filled them in the cart and spread them.

Our forefathers have stored old seeds,
Bhoomayyo! We sowed the same seeds.

You have planted a lot of crops,
Gangamma! How did you remove the weeds?

| have three sons,
I have three daughters-in-law,
Bhoomayyo! We all got together to work!

All the grains we harvested on my farm,
Bhoomayyo! They are sufficient for the year.
Bhoomayyo! The kids are eating well.




#6 Jonna Rotte Pundi Koora

Vocals: Sarojamma and Narasamma from Pyalaram | Tabla: Eeshappa | Thaalam: Sammappa

ABOUT THE SONG: Taste the Old Crops! The woman in the song reminisces about the delicacies of
foods of her generation — sorghum roti (flatbread), Sorrel Curry, Foxtail Millet rice, Chicken Curry,
Pearl Millet roti, Little Millet Rice. She dreams about these foods during her travel, how wonderful
they taste and laments that she cannot taste them now. The song is a fun testament to the love of
this woman to her local foods and how she misses them.

Té/ugu %anscm’pfion

&) 5°8, Jrod B3,
e Hoere Brhs S,
FE Hotre KHd el (X2)

FE H0ere EXHS S5,
e mrerceond! Hoes IedRsA! (X2)

&8 203k, 858 %»3,
S Hotrw Hrhs S,
Fes Hotrw BrHhS Sl

8°é§, P 205K,
80, HHB Sed! (X2)

Fs Hotrw BrHS S,
le rrerorond! JHoed IeddE! (X2)

508 EPSrod, $erde DER SrE,
3g) EPErad, BIHe RHR S8

e H0e BrHhS S,
d o rrercrand! QEHoed IPIB! (X2)

English %anscm’pfion

Jonna Rotte, Pundi Koora,
Paatha Pantala Ruchulu Choode,

Paatha Pantala Ruchulu Choode (x2)

Paatha Pantala Ruchule Chusi,
Gaadi la Gaabharaithi, Nidurana Mosapoti (x2)

Korra Buvva, Kodi Koora,
Paatha Pantala Ruchulu Choode
Paatha Pantala Ruchulu Choode (x2)

Sajja Rotte, Saama Buvva,
Salla Perugu, Ruchule Choode (x2)

Paatha Pantala Ruchule Chusi,
Gaadi la Gaabaraithi, Nidurana Mosapothi (x2)

Nalabhai Kuragaaya, Nalla Aavula Peruge Chude,
Debbai Kuragaya, Den Aavula Peruge Chude.

Paatha Pantala Ruchule Chusi,
Gaadi la Gaabaraithi, Nidurana Mosapothi (x2

0000000000 g 000000004, ,,0000000004,,,000000004,,,,000%00049,,
20 2NN NN AC NN ACNANAAALACACAOAANARACAS



English Translation

Sorghum Roti and Sorrel Leaves,
Taste the Old Crops, dear.
Taste the Old Crops!

| tasted these old foods,
dreaming in travel, I've been deceived!

Foxtail millet rice and chicken curry,
Taste the Old Crops, dear.
Taste the Old Crops!

Pearl millet roti and Little Millet rice,
Chilled curd, Taste the old crops, dear!

Forty vegetables and Black Cow's Curd,
Seventy Vegetables and Cow's Curd,

| tasted these old foods,
dreaming in travel, I've been deceived!




#7 Enakati Paddhathalu

Vocals: Gangwar Anjamma, Bidakanne Sammamma, Humnapur Lakshmamma, Humnapur

Rathamma, M.Chandramma.

ABOUT THE SONG: The song gives a picture of rural livelihoods and how they're embedded in farm
households. From an ironsmith's plough to stonecutter's grindstone, they acknowledge
craftsmanship of communities in making the tools and implements that make agriculture possible

and food consumable.

7Z/ugu Transeription

EB Hedoen, DHo &oG5KY?
B é(géﬁaw,

e Eseo H, Do 60&526263&?
F% Bzee H.

5655 o
88 vméé:ﬁa& (x2)

éeﬁa&S‘gfﬁ) B2S
55'&36’3 éwﬁoéﬁ)é (x2)

Syt RS
OB Bosgsy (X2)

BB B
508 SEBogsy (x2)

éo:ﬁa&Sséfo B25
263@ éaoéoaﬁé (x2)

English Transeription

Enakati Padhathulu, Ememi Undenamma?
Enakakti Padhathulu.

Paatha rakaala pani, Ememi Undenamma?

Paatha rakaala pani.

Vadlodu Jesina

Katte Nagalenamma (x2)

Kammarodu Jesina,

Roppeti Palugalamma (x2)

Kammarodu Jesina,

Kaliseti Kalvarlamma (x2)

Kammarodu Jesina,

Koseti Kodavandlamma (x2)

Kummarodu Jesina,
Matti Kundalammo (x2)
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2R0B T°GhITny (X2)

2652653 Bésgré%,
B03B 8%»26313@ (x2)

e BHOH,
B03B 5°§e>2§3(3/ (%)

F&he I3,
soeody HESIy (X2)

English Translation

What are the traditions of old times?
What sort of old-time jobs existed?

Crafted by the Carpenter,
is the Wooden Plough.

Crafted by the Ironsmith,
is the leveller.

Crafted by the Iron Smith,
are the hand sickles to cut weeds.

Crafted by the Iron Smith,
are the sickles for harvesting.

Vadlodu Jesina,

Isireti Rayenammo (x2)

Vaddodu Jeseti,
Dhancheti Rolunammo (x2)

Vadlodu Chekketedi,
Dhancheti Rokalamma (x2)

Saalodu Nesina,

Caatanu Cheeranammo (x2)

Crafted by the Potter,
are the mud pots.

Sculpted by the stonesmith,
are the mortars to grind.

Sculpted by the stonesmith
is the mortar to crush

Sculpted by the stonesmith,
is the pestle to crush

Laced by the weaver,
are the cotton sarees.
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#8 Kaluva Bodhamu

Vocals: Algole Narasamma, General Narasamma, K.Vijayalakshmi, B.Chukkamma, M.Chandramma,
B.Lakshmamma, M.Kavitha| Dappu: Mohan

ABOUT THE SONG: The song is call for women to gather together to pluck weed grass from a
neighbour's farm. Weeding is mostly done by women labourers and is physically very exhaustive. The
song informs women of the toil necessary for weeding and asks them to be prepared for it.

Telugu Transeription

Send B8sm 60&80‘53563&,

@263&, Bend S85m 60650‘53263(%
BNV zﬁoéééaé Do éwo“g)zécﬁzﬁaé
Bend 5850 606805326% (x2)

B850 @éjé&éé)&,

o), BIBHD TEESEDY
D& £.288° K& 88 o8,
EeB 30 YD (X2)

S& &Pote oo @?53&,

@9:;63&, S Kot oo e»oaﬁaé,
& Eétg SE &o& &2 B0y,
S&K &Pole oo e—ozﬁaé (x2)

2.0 FFHADY,

@Zﬁa&, &63’3%?} @éaé&oﬁnzéo&,
3ot SPofgon 8)'556@08_3 Bo&,
&633%?) %*’2605&053&3(% (x2)

English %anscm’pfion

Kaluva Bodhamu Randoyamma,

Amma, Kaluva Bodhamu Randoyamma,

Mana Chandiramma Chenla Kalupunnnnadamma,
Kaluva Bodhamu Randoyamma. (x2)

Dooramu Shaana Unadamma,
Amma, Dooramu Shaana Unadamma,
Meeru Opika tho Nadiche Vaaraithe Randi,

Dooramu Shaana Unadamma. (x2)

Naduma Dongala Bhayamamma,
Amma, Naduma Dongala Bhayamamma,
Mee Vadda Emannunte Teesi Randamma,

Naduma Dongala Bhayamamma

Oripillu Chaana Unnayamma,

Amma, Oripillu Chaana Unnayamma,
Meeru Ongingi Peeketi Vaaraithe Randi,
Oripillu Chaana Unnayamma. (x2)
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English Translation

Let us go pluck the weeds, come sisters!
Our Chandiramma's farm has many weeds,
Let us go pluck the weeds, Come sisters!

Itis very far away,
Come with us if you can walk patiently,
Itis very far away.

There is threat of thieves on the way,
If you have anything, leave it and come,
There is threat of thieves on the way.

Thereis a lot of grass,
If you can hunch and pluck, come join us,
Thereis a lot of grass.

A ANAAAACACAAANAAACAC AN
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#9 Lakshimi

Vocals: Begari Lakshmamma

ABOUT THE SONG: This song is usually sung during harvest season while farmer go around the field
singing joyously. A religious festival to local gods is usually accompanied with this harvest period
where offerings like sweet flatbreads are served as a feast. It also invokes a celebration, calling
everybody together from different farms and celebrating in unity.

Kannada %amcm’pfion

300 @RoOTY 2Bt A0 tve), TR0
03 B alredee, O3,

zuejn‘aé zuémé B0 —-’wﬁueebmé

WX WwoBah Jed, 33T Sodadh Jedad,
deaﬂsgc%dg Srbejedee

u@mﬁ a@mﬁ 300 ﬁ@ﬁéﬂ%

aa’egﬁ BROTI BoBI0O VLD,
03 B aretlee, ©F,

?,Jei)r'raZS ?,Jejr'r% 300 ﬁfaeejrm?j

English %anscm’pfion

Kariya Holadhalli Belasiri Uttukondu,
Ninatha Valu Yaaro, Lakshmi?

Oligya, Oligya,

Challam Poligya.

Basava Bandiya Neri, Shiva Nandiya Neri,
Revannasiddha Nagulero,

Oligya, Oligya,

Challam Poligya.

Hacchana Holedhaga Kempana Siri Uttu,
Ninatha Valu Yaaro, Lakshmi?

Oligya, Oligya,

Challam Poligya.
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English Translation

On the black soils, a woman draped in white saree
Who is that standing over there? Lakshmi?

Let's Feast with Sweets!

Get on the divine bullock carts, get on Shiva's Nandi
Lift the plough with Lord Revana Siddha's blessings,
Let's Feast with Sweets!

Amongst the green fields, a red saree,
Who is that standing over there? Lakshmi?
Let's Feast with Sweets!




#10 Andaramu Kalisi

Vocals: Mogulamma, K. Vijayalakshmi, B.Chukkamma, Algole Narsamma, M.Chandramma,
B.Sammamma | Dappu: Mohan

ABOUT THE SONG: /n traditional peasant agriculture, leafy greens which often sprout up as 'weeds'
are very valued and appreciated by women farm workers as tasty foods that are also rich in nutrition.
While modern agriculture considers weeds as a menace to be eradicated and prescribes use of
herbicides, in peasant agriculture, these weeds are considered as gifts from the earth — you do not
need to sow them, they sprout by themselves and provide taste and nutrition for free. Such holistic
nature is only possible through the gendered lens of women farm labourers who are the primary
workers in operations like weeding. This song is a joyful celebration of these 'orphan greens' which
the women have gathered, cooked and ate together.

Telugu Transcription English Transeription
®oiBo 8D, @&5@;)26;3 SIIFS Andaramu Kalisi, Aadollamu Kalisi,
®oiBo 8D, @ﬁs«g{%};ﬁw 8O, Pedhollamu Kalisi, Koollolamu Kalisi,
'5355‘3%;533 g0, SrSfodn O, Aaku Kooralu Thesthime Vajuramma,
sy Epden 893 HeRB5y, (X2) Aaku Kooralu Thesthime Vajuramma.(x2)
& 9D 88A, Bl Ik SBA, Adavi Adavi Tirigi, Chenu Chenu Tirigi,
%) EP8en B2 5355, Aaku Kooralu Thesthime Vajuramma,
%> Erden 853 HRBL5, Aaku Kooralu Thesthime Vajuramma (x2)
&3 &8 BY), DBADERE )., Thummi Koora Thecchi, Soya Koora Thecchi,
FoerEE 39 é@@s %8 Paala Koora Thecchi, Pappulo Ruddhi,
St 3oy, S5 ° Kammaga Chesthime Vajuramma,
S 3;\:3) $255y (x2) Kammaga Chesthime Vajuramma. (x2)
Ses &8 s Hod 8o TD Sajja Rotte Meeda, Pundi Kaaram Chesi,

a3 € ’

onna Rotte Meeda,

&%) 5°8 i3, J leeda,
S BoB3s 5265 (x2) Kammaga Thintime Vajuramma, (x2)
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2B Er8, H& Ssee Er3,

[

DYOB 288D 26&6663‘&,
©o%B0 SoBH 2686253& (x2)

©o&B0 O, @&35%?;)26&3 5O,
Legsm LO%, Ercioin L,
@ Erden B HRBLy. (X2)

English Transilation

All of us together, Women together,
The poor together, the workers together,
we brought leafy vegetables, Vajiramma!

Roaming around forests, going around
fields,
we brought leafy vegetables, Vajiramma!

We brought thummi leaves, We brought
soya leaves,

We brought palak leaves and grinded
them with lentil,

We ate them joyfully, Vajiramma!

Paisa leni Koora, Padi Rakaala Koora,
Pillalaku Pedithime Vajuramma,

Andaram Thintime Vajuramma (x2)

Andaramu Kalisi, Aadollamu Kalisi,
Pedhollamu Kalisi, Koollolamu Kalisi,
Aaku Kooralu Thesthime Vajuramma,

Aaku Kooralu Thesthime Vajuramma.

On a Bajra roti, making a sorrel spice,
On a sorghum roti,
We ate them joyfully, Vajiramma!

A curry that costs nothings, a curry of 10
varieties,

We fed to our children, Vajiramma!

We ate them joyfully together, Vajiramma!

All of us together, Women together,
The poor together, the workers together,
we brought leafy vegetables, Vajirammal
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#11 Mana Bhoomulu Regadi Bhoomulu

Vocals: Algole Narasamma, M.Chandramma, B.Lakshmamma, K.Vijayalakshmi, General Narasamma
Kanjera: B.Balayya

ABOUT THE SONG: This song was written at the height of agrarian crisis in the deccan area during
early 2000s. The push of water and input intensive cotton monocultures in the predominantly rainfed
and water scarce region has led to an indebtedness crisis and degradation of soils. Keeping this in
mind, the women of this song speak about the biodiversity and holistic nature of traditional dryland
crops and farming which have sustained their livelihoods for generations. They evoke expressions of
extreme disgust to cotton plant and how it has impoverished their lands and livelihoods. Black soils are
considered the best soils in rainfed landscapes due to their water retaining capacity. The women in this
song alert farmers to shun extractive chemical farming and instead embrace holistic farming to take
care of these lands. It ends with a plea to dryland cotton farmers to reconsider their decisions and
revert to old dryland crops like millets, pulses and oilseeds.

%/ugu Wanscm’pfion &tg/islr Wanscm’pfion

08 giesnen THE giedmen,
8%, 8 Doty Lekkaleni Pantalanna!
£0% ehrdmen BKE grdmen (X2) Mana Bhoomulu Regadi Bhoomulu (x2)

Mana Bhoomulu Regadi Bhoomulu

88 Hoed Dl Hoe, Rabi Panta, Punasa Panta,

083 S50 DoY), Aravai Rakaala Pantalanno

58 Dot HEd Hok. (X2) Rabi Panta, Punasa Panta (x2)

SENAEEIRIN Lagodi takkuvanna,
SEowed g)é)&;szé&, Hamdaani Ekkuvanna
eoREE& BENSK), (x2) Lagodi takkuvanna (x2)

é@gf\)é HodTeow,
Fow &R, SR,
é@"g(‘{)‘é Hodeon (X2)

aDBen, Lrdodoen,
saren, 30830,
©QIen, Hodoen (X2)
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Sathyanike Pandenaaye,
Saijonna Senigaalanno,
Sathyanike Pandenaaye (x2)

Avisaalu, Kusumaalu,
Avaalu, Serusenigaalanna,
Avisaalu, Kusumaalu. (x2)



f%%?og) B8 d5Hen B8,
32@&&326 ™8 Hoa,
i)%{; B8 dHen 88 (x2)

808 Qo0& AoeserdDd,
e dos @@@(ﬁ),
208 Qo Aowersd (X2)

ad) E5ce H0LOER,
58 S0 HEBEIY,
ad) IPe HoLOED (X2)

Jo Erare oen 39),
20066808 SRR,
S Erare o 8Y). (X2)

58 JGY e BA,
HoGod DHBocRGD,
58 B v BA (X2)

D8 esBren zﬁnéqowé)oé,
?ﬂoﬁaéoéé 8% D),
58 esBren Zﬁnepwéoé. (x2)

D8 d end §°08,
€00 é@ﬁé:ﬂ"&,
DG O end §°08. (X2)

58 NS 20,
SRS ©GOBI,
58 NS Do), (X2)

Neelu leka, Eruvulu Leka,
Devudichina Galliki Pande,

Neelu leka, Eruvulu Leka, (x2)

Inti ninda ginjalaaye,
Gulla ninde rottelaaye,
Inti ninda ginjalaaye. (x2)

Inni rakaala pantalidichi,
Patthi valalo padithiranno
Inni rakaala pantalidichi (x2)

Vela Rupaayalu Appulu Thechi,
Mandulollaki Posesthuvanno.
Vela Rupaayalu Appulu Thechi (x2)

Patthi yerlu bhoomila digi,
Matti antha vishamaayipaaye,
Patthi yerlu bhoomila digi (x2)

Patthi aakulu muttukunte,
Peyy antha gokudaaye,
Patthi aakulu muttukunte. (x2)

Patthi gaali pilisukunte,
Ubaasam Kaligenanno,
Patthi gaali pilisukunte. (x2)

Patthi Panta Penchukuni,
Padi rogalu techukuni,
Patthi Panta Penchukuni (x2)

Patthi kochina paisalanni,
Davkhaana Kayenammo.
Patthi kochina paisalanni. (x2)
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Hode Aozen B9,
ey, &8 8,
Ho&e Aomen B5). (X2)

BP0 3o B,
060 KD Bo.
BP0 o8 B, (X2)

32@&{%6 DH0eOE,
Sadge Hotoen HES,
BHEDS HoedER. (X2)

EP008 enETPoNIPS,
BROE FPEISTAD,
008 en&mPonaRGD. (X2)

oy Qo @Kg@@cﬁ),
2,08 Q0& &rrerd.
330135 Qo @Kg@eﬁ@a. (x2)

QothH 08 BowdRy,
w8bSS By oY,
0% G Bawd). (X2)

S Toes Snd Tose0dd
00D greden a&avéﬁa,
K0S @ S @eSeo0dd. (X2)

S D 8J°§§®§Oé§,
50O DS FredRT?
S DY al°§§e>é0e§. (x2)

S0 erednen THE eednen,
Bé& 82 K)oeoe)é&
S0 erdnen THE eedoen (X2)

2 oAAUSLAACAANAIAIAAACN

Kundalla Ginjalu Levu,

Gullalla Rotte Levu
Kundalla Ginjalu Levu (x2)

Kotamula Metha Ledu,
Pentala Eruvu Ledu
Kotamula Metha Ledu. (x2)

Devudichina Pantalidisi,
Deyyala Panta Padithe
Devudichina Pantalidisi. (x2)

Bhoomantha Bhoodidhaipaaye,
lllantha Naasinamaaye
Bhoomantha Bhoodidhaipaaye. (x2)

Peyyi ninda appulaaye,
Onti ninda rogalaaye,
Peyyi ninda appulaaye (x2)

Sudu Sude Raithanna,
Aalochana Cheyye Anno
Sudu Sude Raithanna (X2)

Mana Thatha Munithathalanta,
Manchi Bhoomulu Ichinarranno
Mana Thatha Munithathalanta (x2)

Mana Pilla Byakalankantha,
Kaalipoina Bhoomistara?
Mana Pilla Byakalankantha (x2)

Mana Bhoomulu Regadi Bhoomulu
Lekkaleni Pantalanna!
Mana Bhoomulu Regadi Bhoomulu
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English Translation

Our soils are black soils,
They have countless crops!
Our soils are black soils.

Winter crops and Monsoon crops,
together are 60 crop varieties!
Winter crops and Monsoon crops.

The investment is low,
The security is high,
The investment is low.

They grow without any support,
winter sorghum and chickpea,
They grow without any support.

Flax seeds and Safflower,
Mustard and pink lentils,
Flax seeds and Safflower.

Without irrigation, without manures,
they grow just with the air given by god,
Without irrigation, without manures.

House is full of grains,
Baskets are full of rotis,
House is full of grains.

Abandoning these varieties of crops,
You have fallen in the trap of cotton,
Abandoning these varieties of crops.

Gathering thousands in loans,
you've drained them into chemicals,
Gathering thousandsin loans.

The roots of cotton have deepened,
the soil has become toxic,
The roots of cotton have deepened.

Touching the leaves of cotton,
the skin has become itchy,
Touching the leaves of cotton.

Breathing the air of cotton,
is causing me to bloat,
Breathing the air of cotton.

Cultivating the cotton crop,
You have invited ten diseases,
cultivating the cotton crop.

All the money you have earned from cotton,
have gone to pay hospital bills,
All the money you have earned from cotton.

The pots do not have grains,
The baskets do not have rotis,
The pots do not have grains.

The barns do not have fodder,
There is no manure from livestock,

The barns do not have fodder.
Moving away from the crops of God,

you have chosen the devil's crops,
Moving away from the crops of God.

The soil has turned to ash,
Households have been ruined,
The soil has turned into ash.

You are drowned in debts,
You are full of diseases,
You are drowned in debts.

Look around farmers,
Think deeply and make a decision,
Look around farmers!

Our fathers and forefathers,
have left us rich lands,
Our fathers and forefathers.

For our children and further generations,
do you want to leave dry burnt lands?
For our children and further generations.

Our soils are black soils,
They have countless crops!
Our soils are black soils.
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#12 Gada Gada Urime

Vocals: Algole Narasamma, K. Vijayalakshmi, M. Chandramma, B.Lakshmamma, B.Chukkamma,
M.Kavitha | Tabla: Satish | Thaalam: Stephen

ABOUT THE SONG: /t is a conversational song between a niece and her uncle (can also be interpreted
as conversation between a daughter-in-law and her father-in-law) about what crops to sow when the
monsoon has started to loom. The woman sings that she will sow the crops of millet sisters. She
details the intention behind each crop in an alliteration that lends itself nicely to the tune. The
alliteration was lost in the translation of this song, despite best attempts to capture the essence of
the conversation.

Telugu %anscm'pfion

K& K6 &0, Ko S,
D DT, V) BESS,
K& 56 03, oS0 $). (x2)

DBGPIL BJoE Dodrew,
5 DT DY) S,
é’)éaqrwge; BB0E Horen. (X2)

8% 8% &°Ben iHTo,
FOOHHET DG Sooase,
8% &%0 &°Ben Do, (X2)

SO SOV Btsen ETeO,
BSHHEE DY) S,
SO SOV Btsen w0, (X2)

HBo Hoed éé;:é& EOTe0,
BSHHEE DY) S,
H8o Hodd a’aé;:é& oo, (X2)

English Transeription

Gada Gada Urime, Mirgiamu Vache,
Yemi Pedudhame Chinna Kodalo
Gada Gada Urime, Mirgiamu Vache. (x2)

Chirudhanyala Chellelu Pantalu,
Gavvi Pedudame Chinna Mammo,
Chirudhanyala Chellelu Pantalu. (x2)

Kori Kori Korralu Pedadham,
Bhayamapadaake Chinna Mamo,
Kori Kori Korralu Pedadham. (x2)

Thalasi Thalasi Thaidhalu Pedadham,
Bhayamapadaake Chinna Mamo,
Thalasi Thalasi Thaidhalu Pedadham. (x2)

Pathyem Panta Pajjona Pedadham,
Bhayamapadaake Chinna Mamo,
Pathyem Panta Pajjona Pedadham. (x2)
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533 B ésm%g & Te0,
SOHHEE 5)26& S7edoe,
D3y BB ﬁsm%%g) &mro. (X2)

89S D0D) ednen DETo,
OSSOy S,
888000 wdwen Do, (X2)

K& 565 &0, oo S,
A DT, V) BESS,
K& 565 03, b0 $). (x2)

DBGPTL BJOE Dodrew,
53 DT DY) ke,
DBGPTe BGog Doden. (X2)

English Translation

Thunders have clapped, Rain-bearing stars
are out,
What shall we sow, dear niece?

Crops of the millet sisters,
we shall sow them, Uncle!
Crops of the millet sisters.

With great intent, let's sow foxtail millets,
Do not fear uncle!

Thunders have clapped, Rain-bearing stars
are out,
What shall we sow, dear niece?

With great consideration, we will sow finger
millets,
Do not fear, uncle!

Thunders have clapped, Rain-bearing stars
are out,
What shall we sow, dear niece?

Pappu dinesu Thogaallu Pedadham,
Bhayamapadaake Chinna Mamo,
Pappu dinesu Thogaallu Pedadham. (x2)

Aalochinchi Anumulu Pedadham,
Bhayamapadaake Chinna Mamo,
Aalochinchi Anumulu Pedadham. (x2)

Gada Gada Urime, Mirgiamu Vache,
Yemi Pedudhame Chinna Kodalo
Gada Gada Urime, Mirgiamu Vache. (x2)

Chirudhanyala Chellelu Pantalu,
Gavvi Pedudame Chinna Mammao,
Chirudhanyala Chellelu Pantalu. (x2)

For our healthy food, we will sow yellow
sorghum,
Do not fear, Uncle!

Thunders have clapped, Rain-bearing stars
are out,
What shall we sow, dear niece?

Pulse grains and pigeonpea, we will sow them,
Do not fear, uncle!

With a lot of thought, we will sow dolichos,
Do not fear uncle!

Thunders have clapped, Rain-bearing stars
are out,
What shall we sow, dear niece?

Crops of the millet sisters,
we shall sow them, Uncle!
Crops of the millet sisters.
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#13 9 Rachaa Gummadi

Vocals: M. Chandramma, Bidakanne Sammamma, Metlakunta Suryakala, Jeerlapalli Sathyamma |

Tabla: Maaneppa

ABOUT THE SONG: The song is a conversation between women in two neighbouring kingdoms ruled
by two brothers -Kondanna and Anumanna. The woman from Anumanna's Kingdom talks about
maize crop in her country and that it looks good. The woman from Kondanna's Kingdom goes on to
narrate how various lands that were left fallow were tilled to grow a variety of crops, and how
bountiful those harvests have been. The diversity of soils and lands in the song is a striking feature,
especially since they are considered to be poor lands which are best left fallow. The song is also a
great way to learn and teach the most suitable soil types for different crops. The local unit of
measurement used in the song is 'puttedu’ which roughly translates to 16 sacks.

Té/ugu %anscm'pfion

& B ﬁ)zé)é&!
ORBF) B0 NP HINE
& B i’i)zéaé&!

& B fﬂ)aéaé&!
253@&:63& LS Hodso é;;é&é,
& B ﬁ)aﬁ)&&!

& By !
Sifelata)] Baed DEP @26&3
& Bf) o !

& B ?ﬁ)é)é&!
Sielntv] L) &é:ﬁag'og
& By Hya!

& By ol
e PR B X B,
& By !

(f’ng/islt %anscm’pfion

0 Racha Gummadi,
Anumanna Desanna Etla Unnade,

0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Makkenlu Chuseena Sandhamunnade,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Kondanna Desanna Etla Unnade,

0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Kondanna Desanna Paade Baddadhe,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Eti Gadda Dunninchi Erra Jonna Pette,
0 Racha Gummadi.
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0 Racha Gummadi,
Eti Gadda Erra Jonna Edu Putle Pande,

0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Pati Gadda Dunninchi Pacha Jonna Pette,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Pati Gadda Pacha Jonna Padi Putle Pande,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Nuti Gadda Dunninchi Nuvvu Chene Pette,

0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Nuti Gadda Nuvvu Chene Nooru Putlu Pande,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Eti Gadda Dunninchi Erra Jonna Pette,

0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Eti Gadda Erra Jonna Edu Putle Pande,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Rala Gaddalu Dunni Raagule Jalle
0 Racha Gummadi.
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English Translation

0 dear girl, )
How is Anumanna's Kingdom?

0 dear girl,
The corn cob looks beautiful!

0 dear girl,
How is Kondanna's Kingdom?

O dear girl,
Kondanna's Kingdom was left fallow.

0 dear girl,
The lake shores were tilled to sow Red

Sorghum.

0 dear girl!
The lake shores red jowar harvested seven

puttedu* sacks of grain

0 dear girl!
The dryland was tilled to sow Yellow jowar.

O deargirl!
The dryland yellow jowar harvest ten

puttedu sacks of grains.

0 dear girl!

The uplands have been tilled to sow sesame.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Gunthalu Dunnindu Buddodle Jalle,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Usika Bhoomulu Dunni Ulavale Jalle,
0 Racha Gummadi.

0 Racha Gummadi,
Gadda Bhoomulu Dunni Korrale Jalle,

0 Racha Gummadi.

0 dear girl!
The uplands sesame harvested hundred

putted sacks of grain.

0 dear girl,
The lake shores were tilled to sow Red

Sorghum.

0 dear girl!
The lake shores red jowar harvested seven

putted sacks of grain

0 dear girl!
The rocky ridges have been tilled to sow

finger millet.

0O dear girl!
The lowlands have been tilled to sow short

rice.

0 dear girl!
The sand soils have been tilled to grow

horsegram.

0 dear girl!
The ridge lands have been tilled to sow foxtail

millet.

38 o p AU NONNYLAAC AN ACACAOAAAARACACAONALAARACAS



#14 Raamanoyi Chennullaara

Vocals: Bidakanne Chandramma, B. Sammamma, M.Chandramma, Jeerlapalli Sathyamma,
Cheelamamidi Lakshmamma, Edakulapally Swaroopamma

ABOUT THE SONG: 'Ramanoyi Chenullara’ offers us a beautiful narration of a farm — the operations,
the crops, the birds and the trees — throughout a crop season. It begins with the first clouds coming
together, which has prompted farmers to come out with their implements and begin sowing. From
there, the growth stages in a plant are beautifully described by the farmer, who is quite happy to see
their crops grow, akin to their own children. After the panicle starts to show, the farmers sing how
the farm has invited many birds and animals. At the end of the song, farmers sing about how the
wood and branches of several trees around their farm were used to build makeshift shelters and
fences for them to camp at the farm and protect the farm. The resourcefulness exhibited by farmers
and their knowledge about tree diversity and their functions are worthy to note.

Telugu Transcription
oSt on Bhyeroe,

Q%) BoH® FB 0rHB SR,
oSt on Bhyoroe

oo on Bhyoroe,
o8 5°50F) &) 28 'zb@,
oS on Bhyoroe.

oS on Byeroe,
S 3@ a3&reen @35 Fodh o098,
oS on Byeroe.

oS on Bdyeroe.
?.35”2330) ooedren &935 éﬁ&oé,
oS on Byeroe.

oS on Blyeroe,
S0 )P0 HB 00050 EDCSO)&S,
oS on Bdyeroe.

English Transeription

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Ninna Monnati vale Mogulle Chusi,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara
Dunnaka Kaamanna Jonnedha Pette,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Eda Bette Jadigalu Avi Veya Noore,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Pairoppe Guntukalu Ave Pannende,
Raamonoyi Chenullara

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Mukku pullala vale munumu erpade,
Raamonoyi Chenullara
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oeSon Byeoroe,
070t esBen &°F) TrenrrEden 8D,
oo on BLYoroe.

oS on Bdyeroe,
Trenih e &) nurdHe B,
e on BLYeroe.

T on BLYerTe.
0% who &%) woedHen S,
TS on DYoo,

T on BLYerTe.
8 ebHo &8 b T,
oS o0 Byoroe.

oSt on Byyeroe,
AH e &F) AT,
oo on By eroe.

oS on Bdyoroe,
209 Horrdh sPEHen ST,
oo on By eroe.

oS on Bhyeroe,
5880 EFHAD Hgen BT,
T on BLYeroe.
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Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Moodu Aakula Jonna Nalugaakulu Lese,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Nalugu Aakula Jonna Aidhaakulu Lese,
Raamonoyi Chenullara

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Aidhu Aakula Jonna Araakulu Lese,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Aaru Aakula Jonna Edaakulu Lese,
Raamonoyi Chenullara

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Edu Aakula Jonna Yedabanchanaye,
Raamonoyi Chenullara

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Kaapilla Pangaaye Kakula Alenaye,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Pidikela Jonnaaye Pittalu Alanaaye,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.



oo BYeroe,
2508 &é&)eao BOBATE,
oeXoTFon By

oo By,
yen &G ko MBE,
TeXoTon By,

TeoTon Byeroe,
SoBen §°§§?o 50058 IS,
TeoTon By,

oeStan Byeroe,
e & &g ddE,
oeStan Byeroe.

oo BdYeroe,
Do B0 DE 58E,
TP DY

oo By,
oy Loy 55 53 89
TeXoTon By,

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Senu ki Pittalu Chelareginaye,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Nimmalu Kotti Needalesinre,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Marrilu Kottesi Manchaalesinre,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Daakalu Kottesi Dhade Kattinre,
Raamonoyi Chenullara

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Medilu Kottinru Metle Kattinre,
Raamonoyi Chenullara

Raamonoyi Chenullara,
Ammala Oyamma Nanu Kanna Thalli,
Raamonoyi Chenullara.
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English Translation

0 Friends of Rama,
Look at the black clouds forming in the
sky,

O Friends of Rama,
Kamanna has sowed jowar after tilling,

O Friends of Rama,
Thousands of seed drills to sow are out,

O Friends of Rama,
A dozen levellers to harrow are here,

O Friends of Rama,
The saplings look beautiful like small
nosepins,

O Friends of Rama,

The three leaves sorghum stalk grew to
four leaves,

O Friends of Rama,

The four leaves sorghum stalk grew to
five leaves,

0 Friends of Rama,

The five leaves sorghum stalk grew to six
leaves,

O Friends of Rama,

The six leaves sorghum stalk grew to
seven leaves,

O Friends of Rama,
The seven leaves sorghum is ripening,

O Friends of Rama,

The panicle is just coming out and crows
have loomed over

O Friends of Rama,

The panicle has grown to fist-size and
invited birds

0 Friends of Rama,
Birds have flocked the farm,

0 Friends of Rama,
The lemon tree was cut to lay thatches,

0 Friends of Rama,
The Banyan tree was cut to make wood cots,

0 Friends of Rama,
The beech tree was cut to make fences,

O Friends of Rama,
The fig tree wood was used to build ladders,

0 Friends of Rama,
Salute to the mother who raised me!
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#15 Vaana Vaanalanta

Vocals: Pentamma, Chandramma, Kamalamma and Poolamma from Bidakanne village.

ABOUT THE SONG: /n semi-arid regions where presence of perennial rivers or large freshwater
bodies are scarce, communities are entirely dependent on rainfall for their irrigation and recharge of
groundwater, ponds and lakes etc. The song is a grim description of a household in a drought. It
begins with a stanza that shows how all hopes are on the monsoons, evoking the images of tiny
mango and tamarind fruits whose growth has been stunted due to lack of rains. This image of tiny
fruits is conjured repeatedly in the song, as if the women are singing to them on how they share a
similar state of hope in face of scarcity. The women expression frustration about how their seeds,
saplings, and sickles are being wasted in the drought. They end the song expressing despair about
how the drought has made basic staple foods like rotis, water, and rice an expensive luxury to

consume.

Telugu Transeription

TP 008 HoBBHBIH
2.Xy) SPoden, ey, (X2)

a3 sPoo Som Déoé AR,
2.5 seafen, ey, (X2)

80P &) DFaren LHINS® FRE,
2,3 secde, ﬁ’sé’\)eg. (x2)

TP 008 HoBBHBIGH
2. sPahen, ﬁeﬁeg. (x2)

SO JneBen 5&)(‘(? OTR,
2.5 seaben, ey, (X2)

SISO Sored Fra,
edéa& zPOeD, ﬁsé’beg (x2)

English %anscm’pfion

Vaana Vaanalanta Valatheruthaye,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Vaana Kalam Boyi Edendla Diname,

Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Intlunna Vitthanaalu Manlo Posinre,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Vaana Vaanalanta Valatheruthaye,

Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Moliseti Molakalu Mogga Silinaye,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Kaliseti Kalavarlu Moolake Paade,

Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.
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58 Syfetloted) Sowed Fra,
2.5y Seoden, ey (X2)

TS THe08) SeBBHBIGH
2.5 Seoden, ey, (X2)

P00 DBoNTE EHD) &&Qsoa‘,
2.5 seaden, ey, (X2)

6"@@) So88% 8830 ®©ONTPAD,
2o0) PO, ﬁse‘De;;,. (x2)

oINen L8 BJen WonT,
2.5y Seoden, Fdey. (X2)

Dy S8 1S wanTed,
2.5 seaden, ey, (X2)

5 TPE00e) HeBLTE
2.5y Seohen, ey (X2)

S00BE 53{& SWElel @éw&éaf),
2.5) seaden, ﬁsé’)eg (x2)
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Koseti Kodavandlu Moolaki Paade,

Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Vaana Vaanalanta Valateruthaye,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Kaalam Poyinadi Karuvochinade,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Rottelu Maakoka Khajjam Ayinaye,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Annalu Maakoka Thenelu Ayinaye,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Neellunu Maakoka Paale Ayinaye,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Vaana Vaanalanta Valatheruthaye,

Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.

Muthedu Neellaku Mukkera Ammukune,
Omna Kaayalu, Gobillu.
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English Translation

The hopes are for rains,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

Seven years have passed since monsoon,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

Household seeds have been thrown into the soil,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

The hopes are for rains,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

The sprout saplings have dried up,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

The weeding sickles are rusting in a corner,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

The harvest sickles are rusting in a corner,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

The hopes are for rains,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

Monsoon is gone, Droughts are here,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

Rotis have become date palms for us,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

Rice has become honey for us,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

Water has become milk for us,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.

Sold a nose ring for a glass of water,
The Mango buds and tamarind pods await.
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#16 faali faali

Vocals: K. Mogulamma, Potpalle Sundaramma, J.Chandramma, Reijinthal Kamalamma, M.
Chandramma, B. Lakshmamma, N.Narasamma & M. Kavitha

ABOUT THE SONG: Laali Laali is a sweet lullaby that women sing to their dear crops. 'Laali' is a
Telugu word used in lullabies to induce peaceful sleep to babies. The mother in the song is considered
as the Mother Earth where these crops are grown and nourished. The song personifies various crops
with their characteristic traits and sings them to sleep.

Telugu %amcm'pfion

e® erd e)vozﬁ)é e,
Pd erd U"Oé)& o,
o FET HHod Hoted & &,

ol & 28S EB Howey,
&8s &F 2B B Ddotoew,
T$E HoRd DER) Ho & &5

D&0 B Hoad FPoE°R) Do,
d&s0 B Hoad FPoE°K) Do,
™8 Hoad $Jrre Hoerd & &8

@@a@ D0 EotH? HIen §oln?
Kg)é.g D&J0 EotH? PHIen Eon?
g 89 oFHY eFd %850 &5 &8

&30 Hoy Botn? wddnen Eoikn?
&0 Hoey Botn? 9wddnen Soin?
gr8g ohdy weindys &° &8

20MPS Hotre DG &ASm5e,
20 Hotrw HNEG t%o‘ﬁagge),
EHEY @%263& B &8t & &°

English Transeription

Laali Laali Laalamma Laali,
Laali Laali Laalamma Laali,
Laalani Paadare Manchi Pantalaku Jo Jo.

Rohni lo Petteti Korra Pantalu,
Rohni lo Petteti Korra Pantalu,
Vaanaki Pandeti Pajjona PantakuJo Jo

Sathyam ku Pandeti Saijonna Panta,
Sathyam ku Pandeti Saijonna Panta,
Gaali ki Pandeti Saniga Pantaku Jo Jo.

Puttu Vithanamu Kondhu? Puvvulu Kondhu?
Puttu Vithanamu Kondhu? Puvvulu Kondhu?
Bhoothalli Lakshmama Ostadi Urukondujo Jo.

Togari Pantalu Kondhu? Anumulu Kondhu?
Togari Pantalu Kondhu? Anumulu Kondhu?
Bhoothalli Meeyamma Balamunu Istadi Jo Jo.

Bangaru Pantala Pagadi Ooyala,
Bangaru Pantala Pagadi Ooyala,
Kannathalli Lakshmama Ostadi Urukondujo Jo.
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English Translation

Hush Hush, Dear,
Hush Hush, Dear,
Sing lullabies for the good crops!

The foxtail millets sown in Rohni,
Yellow Sorghum grown in rains, Hush Hush.

Winter Sorghum that can grow by itself,
Chickpea that grows just by the air, Hush Hush.

Should I get new seeds? Should | get the flowers?
Mother Earth will be here, Calm down, Hush Hush

Should | get pigeonpea? Should | get dolichoes?
Mother Earth will give strength, Hush Hush.

Cradle of pearls for the golden crops,
The mother of riches will be here, Hush Hush.
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#1 The Tale of Basappa

Narrated by: B.Lakshmamma
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&49/1':/1 Translation

Once upon a time there was a family in a village. They were pastoralists and were engaged in
farming. The family has four sons. Among them, the youngest son was treated as a blessing for the
family because they were graced with good wealth since his birth. They treated him with great
respectand listened to hisadvice onallmatters. This youngest son was named Basappa.

One by one, the elder brothers of Basappa got married. They did different tasks in the farm and
house - tilling, fetching water, gathering firewood, looking after livestock etc. Basappa guided
everyone including the parents in the family. Eventually, he too got married to a woman named
Mahadevi.The brothers and parents showered lots of love on Basappa and his wife. They respected
hisdecisionsonfarmand household.

One day, the three daughters-in-law of the elder brothers gathered together at their farm and
discussed how they do all the work while Basappa and his wife simply rested at home. “How long
should we do all the work? Mahadevi does not do any work. She does not fetch water. She does not
wash clothes. Mother-in-law cribs about how Mahadevi will get tired even if she does the smallest
tasks.Weshouldallget separated.” they discuss among themselves.

The co-sisters convey their misgivings to their husbands. The brothers suggest that they ask
Mahadevi to start working on household chores. “On Monday, we will go early to the farm and start
weeding. Ask Mahadevito wash clothes. We can take care of all tasks in this way” they suggest. On
thesuggested day, they get ready and leave to farm early. Mahadeviwashesall clothes and Basappa
fetches water. Despite this, after a couple of days, the co-sisters bring up separation again to their
husbands.They concede and approach their parents.

The three brothers state that they want to divide the household assets among themselves so they
can restart their lives individually. “We have land, grains, livestock and few cookware. How do we
divide them? Who should we invite” they posed to Basappa and their parents. Basappa replied
“Thatis not necessary. You are all older to me. Yet, you have listened to me so far. However, you can
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make the decisions now and | will follow.| will take whateveris giventome.”

The next morning, all their household items were placed in front of their porch. Pulses, Sorghum,
Tools, Cookware, Furniture were all distributed among themselves. Basappa was allotted a plot
adjacent to a stream. The plot could not support crops during the monsoon crop season and is
suitable only for winter cropping.Basappaagreed toliveonit.

The winter blesses Basappa with a bounty. It looked full with a variety of crops like Sorghum,
Chickpea, Flax Seeds and Safflower. While the rest of the brothers cultivated for both seasons,
Basappa could farm only for one season. Yet, he was happy with how the crops turned out to be.
Within his means, hewasstilldonatingwhatever he could to those whowereinneed.

After the pannicles started to grow, Basappa's farm attracted flocks of birds who would eat the
grains from the cob. Despite his best efforts to drive them away, they would return. Eventually, he
accepted that birds can eatas much as they needed and that he willharvest whateverisleft of it. He
built small bird houses on the trees for them. The birds drank from the stream and ate the seeds on
thecobs.

When it was time to harvest, Basappa invited farm workers as his family would not work for him.
Nagamma, a farm woman and her son cut the crops, bundled them and laid them out. After they
were done working, Basappa asked whether they would like grains or money for their work.
Nagammareplied that she would like the grains and was given Sorghum panicles for her work.

The next morning, Nagamma and her son begin to thresh the sorghum. They reaped 20-25 kgs of
grain. However, they realize that the crops were reaping as much grain as they were threshing.
Nagamma and her son were amazed at the sight. “Basappa has been a humble man from his
childhood with a generous heart. He has done only good for everybody. Even when the birds
troubled him, he let them feast on his crops with a big heart. God seems to have blessed him for all
his kindness despite the hardships he faced. Now, we can have enough grain for our household and
canalsosell”they thought.

Basappa's brothers were equally stunned at his harvest. They reproached themselves that when
they listened to Basappa, everything was going well with them. “We separated from him. Despite
this, he worked hard on his farm and got a great harvest. We have planted crops for both seasons
butourharvestisnotasgreat. Weshould have never parted ways.” they thought.

Basappa has not given up any of his generosity despite his hardships. He remained a steadily
principled manin both prosperity and misfortune. He works honestly and heartfully on his limited
resources. When somebody works with a pure heart, they will definitely be rewarded for their
efforts.
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#2 The Story of a Rain

Narrated by: Edakulappaly Narsamma
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English Translation

Rain is here and it flows in bends,

The monsoon bug is here and it looks back,
The frog is here and it croaks,

The children are here and they play.

It rained quite intensely. Considering it the right time, all farmers in the village took out the seeds
they have saved from their houses and sowed themin their fields. However, after they sow, the rain
is not in sight anymore. A fortnight passes but there seems to be no signs. The village gathered
togethertodiscusstheserainsand whattodoaboutit.

Farmerslamented about how they sowed two weeks ago but there are no sproutsintheirfields. The
village elder then intervened that “It is no use to just talk, actions matter. We need to appease the
raingods.” they suggested. Aspertheirold rituals, they broughtafrog, bathedit with turmericand
tied it to a long pestle. The pestle is also washed and neem leaves are tied around it. It is paraded
around with 7-8 villagers behind it for five days. Villagers offer several grains, pulses, jaggery,rice,
orwhatever they could during thisritual.

After five days, they build a special raft dedicated to '‘Gangamma', the goddess of rivers. The grains
collected were used to make sweet offerings. The raft was also decorated with several flowers.
Together, they take the raft to a nearby stream amidst the sounds of hand drums to celebrate the
offering ritual. The raft, loaded with special sweets and flowers is left into the stream and the
villager return to their home. While they were walking back, it started to drizzle and soon the rains
poured on.The villager felt happy that their efforts succeeded and that they could satisfy the gods
of nature.

The rain is here with thunders and lightnings,
The streams and lakes are full,

The frogs and fish are out,

Letus all go and watch them.
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#3 Nagappas Tale

Narrated by: 'General' Narasamma
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English Translation

Once upon a time, there was a man called Nagappa in a village. He and his wife had two sons and
daughters. He had a barren soil land which was a rocky upland and did not lend much for
cultivation. So, he borrowed a cow and began feeding it. Soon, the cow gave birth to a young calf
and he began to think - “This cow gave birth to a male calf. If | keep raisingit, it will become a bull. |
will borrow some money and buy one more bull. Then, | will have a cow, pair of bulls, and a good
livelihood."

After the calf grewinto abull, he borrowed money elsewhere and purchased another bull. With this
livestock, he approached a landord and requested if he could chop the wood of the babul tree on
the border of his farm. Since he has been working for a long time, the landlord agreed and let him
cutthetree.

Nagappa gathered the wood and took it to a carpenter. He asked the carpenter to make a plough,
seed drill and a cultivator. With this, he now has two bulls, and tools for farming. Slowly, everyone
began to call him for ploughing, and he began to work extremely hard. People began to recognise
his efforts and began to call him for other famworks like tilling and seed sowing.

Because there were no schools during that time, boys would accompany their father to learn the
trade, while girls would accompany their mother for weeding. The family worked hardinthe season
to grow crops on their farm. Their crops soon reached harvesting stage. Nagappa thought he will
need a cartto transport the produce as carrying the produce on shoulders or head will be difficult.
He started to prepare his own cart with which he transported the harvest and other goods. In this
way, hewas anindustrious worker who worked on whatever was needed.

Slowly, he started to become better than those who had land. He started to earn money from his
labour and grains from his farm. He started lease lands around and began to grow varieties of
crops. With these multiple farms, he started to harvest multiple crops and they provided good
healthy food to his family.

As the kids started growing, Nagappa began to wonder that his house would be too small for the
family.He gathered rocks and slabs with which he improved his house. Starting out asasmall poor
man,Nagappabegantoownlivestock,goodland,farmtools, vehicle and a house.

Nagappa's labour earned him a lot of reputation and influence in his village and his community. He
was the first one to be called when people had any work needed to be done for them. The story ends
with a moral that, if you are resourceful, smart and can work hard, you can build a life for yourself
withyourown knowledge, labour and skills.
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#4 Golla Narsappas Son

Narrated by: Motika Ashok.
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English Translation

Once upon a time, there lived a shepherd named Narasappa. He had two sons and many sheep. He
leads them to grazing in the forest every day. Once in six months, he shears his sheep and gathers
the wool. He sells this wool to a weaver who makes shawls and blankets. This fetches him a lot of
money. Narsappa works more focused and begins to take care of sheep and obtain their wool
periodically,earningagood sum of money.

Ashe begins to growricher, the younger son demands his share of their property.Narsappa tries to
convince themthat they should be united and grow together. However, the younger son pesters for
the sheep to be distributed. Narsappa gives in and he gave 30 sheep each to both of his sons. The
elder son works together with father and with this advice, he grows his flock to a 100 sheep. On the
other hand, the younger son sells the sheep one by one for his luxuries and vices. Soon he becomes
pooras hesellsall his sheep and canget money fromnowhere.

The story concludes with a moral that listening to elders is important. Rather than selling your
important resources for needless luxuries,itis wise to take care of themand grow them.
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Songs and Stories from Sangham Farwms
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A0GL0 Sia slekien - SEien 5o

Being a largely agrarian country, Most Indian men and women,
spend a significant part of their lives working on farms and
deeply value the benefits it provides to them to sustain and
protect lives. Thus, agriculture is not only an occupation but
indeed a way of life for farmers. It seeps into many other aspects
beyond the material and finds its way into the art and culture of
their communities.

Agricultural songs are a long tradition that energize farmers and
also give a rhythm to their actions on the field. They promote a
sense of solidarity and camaraderie around the work they do
every day. However, most importantly, these songs are passed
on along decades and even centuries, as a valuable tool of
intergenerational transfer of indigenous knowledge and
wisdom, especially for non-literate communities. For many
generations, these songs were sung by farm laborers working
on fields, and stories narrated by local story-telling
communities, in vernacular languages and local dialects. These
songs and tales are rich with valuable local knowledge on crops,
seeds, soils, climate patterns, rituals and also values. This
publication attempts to highlight few such songs and introduce
them to larger audience, as a tribute to the enormous intellect,
resilient culture and spirit of DDS Sangham women of
Zahirabad region, Telangana.
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